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INFORMATION PINBOARD

DIARY DATES

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON

NEWSLETTER

February 2009

Produced for the Parish Council
FEBRUARY

3rd Parsih Council Meeting BVH 8pm

Mr. E. Hibbert (Chairtman) 302656 !

Mr. B. Wiggall (Vice Chairman) 812195 10th  Cameo Meeting BVH7.30 pm
Mrs. E. Brent-Smith 812258 See page 9.

Mrs. H. Coles 422752 17th Licencing of new Priestin-Charge
Mr. Stuart Fry 308465 Whaddon - see page 11

Mr. R. Winstone 330424 24th  Pancake Day !

MARCH
Clerk to the Council

Mrs Anne Rigelsford 306794 28th  Historic Churches sponsored walk
See page 9.
CONWAY
MAYO
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 1931 - 2008
Mobile Library Thursdays
Brookthorpe For Village Hall Bookings, contact
February 5th & 19th SUE BRACEY ( see page 3)
1110 to 11.20 at the Four Mile On 01452-812681
Edge 10.40 - 11.00
(Bus Shelter Whiteshill Road)
iel 1130 - 12.00
Haresfield 3 COPY DEADLINE FOR
(School)
March 2009
NEWSLETTER
Green Boxes Wednesday
4th & 18th Feb.
eorary FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20th
Mobile Police Station _ Tel:812258
22 February - 1450 to 15.05 E-Mail : chrisbs@care4free.net
17th February - 10.20 to 10.35 Linking Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon and the surrounding areas

Published in colour on Website at www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk
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PARISH PLAN IN THE STARTING BLOCKS !

The follow-up meeting to the Presentation Evening held in November last year
took place at the Village Hall on Tuesday 20 January at which we were able to
elect the Parish Plan Steering Committee or (PPSC for short) as it will be known.
A total of 14 people will initially make up the Committee electing a new Chairman
each quarter to share the experience and responsibilities.

Our first Chairman is Ruth Mackellar who lives in Whaddon, with the position of
Secretary taken up by Elizabeth Brent-Smith, the Publicity Officer is Chris
Brent-Smith of Brookthorpe and the Treasurer is Anne Rigelsford of Whaddon.
The Parish Council is well represented on the Committee as it is the body
responsible for the overall Plan, its funding and the final execution of the Plan
when it is complete. However, as this is a community project, it is important that
it is adopted and driven by the wider community and not just the Parish Council,
therefore it is hoped that any driving forces wherever possible will be drawn from
the community at large and not just the Parish Council. Funding of the project will
be by a grant from Stroud District Council with matched funding from the Parish
Council and this is now in place.

The project will take approximately 18 months to come to fruition and you will
have many opportunities o have your voices heard, concerns and ideas for the
future of the Parish expressed and considered. This will be done in several ways
either by interactive events aimed at gathering thoughts and ideas, an appropri-
ate questionnaire aimed at each household and individuals within them, comments,
letters and other issues directed through the Parish Council itself as well as
individual contact with Parishioners. Our Website provides for comments to be
sent electronically to the Parish Council as well as the editor of the Newsletter
so there is no excuse for being left out of the up and coming processes. Anyone
is welcome to contribute, be it by getting involved at some point, even attending
meetings if only to listen to what is going on. Either way keep an eye on the
Newsletters and the Parish Council and Parish Plan pages on the Website where
progress and details of up and coming meetings and events will be posted.

A list of names, email addresses and contact phone numbers will be made available
soon so that you can contact one of the committee members or any Parish
Councillor or the Clerk. Eric Hibbert

Chairman Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon Parish Council
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CHURCH SERVICES

DATE EDGE HARESCOMBE PITCHCOMBE

01/2 9.30 am Holy Communion  11.00 am Family Communion 9.30 am Morning Prayer

08/2 10.00 am Toddlers Service 9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30 am Holy Communion BCP
1572 NB. 9.30 am Three Parish Communion at Pitchcombe

22/2 10.00 am Family Service I1.00 am Morning Prayer 11.00 am Holy Communion

Other Services

1st Wednesday in month
Other Wednesdays
Second & Fourth Mondays
Third Tuesday in month

: 9.00 Pitchcombe Holy Communion - 1662

+ 9.00 Edge Holy Communion - 1662

: 11.30 Holy Communion at Resthaven Nursing Home Chapel
11.00 Brookthorpe Nursing Home

For further information or requests for Home Communion and occasional services,
please contact Reverend Elizabeth Ward on 01452-812188

St. M ARGARET'S NOTES

Our new Priest-in-Charge, the Rev'd David Smith, will be licensed during a service
to be held at our sister Church - St. George's Tuffley on Tuesday 17th February at
19:30hrs. David will celebrate his first communion at St. Margaret's on Sunday
22nd February.

The St. Margaret's Painting

The draw for the Church picture, by R.A.Brown took place straight after the St.
Margaret's Candlelight Carol Service, when the winner was announced - Mrs.
Heather Coles of Church Cottage, Whaddon. Many thanks to all who 'bought’ a
square - £200 was raised for much needed funds.

Prints are now available of the picture, priced £5 and if anyone would like a copy,
please contact - Hans Rackham (6los.528939)

“
IS

February 1st 16.00 hrs Evensong
8th 09.00 hrs Sung Eucharist
15th 16.00 hrs Evensong
22nd 09.00 hrs Sung Eucharist

Every Thursday 10.30 am Said Eucharist
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PHOTO COMPETITION

-

WHAT and WHERE is it ? Top Window at

Mulberry Tree Hall

CAROL SERVICE

Our Annual Carol Service held at St. Swithun's Church Brookthorpe. The weather
was not too good on the day, but on the evening at the Church, it was a warm
reception inside with the heater blasting out the warm air. A big thank-you to Rev
Elizabeth Ward for conducting the service. A special thank-you to Richard Fox
and his musicians and also a thank-you to Andrea Dowle who sang silent night by
candlenight - wonderful Andrea. I would like to thank-you Paul Gaze for organising
the lighting outside the church, and a big thank-you to our readers.

A collection of £190 was raised on the evening. A cheque for £130. was sent to
the Churches Conservation Trust for the maintenance of the Churches. Also a
donation for £60. was sent to Harescombe P.C.C. for the Lower Church Yard to be
cleaned up and also the cutting of the hedges at the bottom of the lower church
yard. After the service the congregation enjoyed hot mince pies, sausage rolls and
glasses of wine and glasses of squash and biscuits for the children.

A big thank-you to Sheila and Gloria and Bruce for organising the refreshments.

Alan Cook
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THE MAN WITH THE WHITE HAT

The Funeral of Conway Mayo

The Funeral took place on December 234 and was attended by about 550 people from all over
the County. The service, conducted by Ian Gobey with Elizabeth Ward, was relayed both to
the churchyard and the village hall. Conway had rested in the Church overnight and the
immediate family had held a short service that evening. The coffin was borne to the grave
by family members and the family flowers on the coffin were surrounded by the names of his
ten grandchildren. The retiring collection which realised £2,000 is to be shared equally
between the Air Ambulance and Harescombe Church.

Conway Mayo, born in the village where he also died, was a larger than life character. A sociable man with
agreat love for his village and his family, he was also well known within the wider Gloucestershire farming
community. Born at Threshold Farm, his family having moved there at the turn of the Century, and where
he had lived nearly all his life, it was where he suffered his fatal heart attack. He attended Haresfield
School and, as did a lot of local farmers' children at the time, Wynstones. At fourteen he left school to
join his father on the farm. He had milked his first cow at the age of four.

Conway was an active member of the Young Farmers where he made many friends and where he was lucky
enough to meet Margaret. He talked so much that night that she did not know whether Conway was his
Christian or Surname. Throughout the fifty two years of their marriage, Margaret provided him with the
stable home life that he needed. Conway had a great affinity for children and was a proud and
affectionate father to his children Rosemary, Tim, Jill & Rob and also to his ten grandchildren. In many
ways throughout his life he remained a child at heart. He always taught the young children to put their
thumbs up fo him as he went past.

He was an active skittle player until well into his seventies and an enthusiastic supporter of the Berkeley
Hunt. He was an active committee member of the Brookthorpe Show, and when they lost the field due
to motorway development, Conway organised the last shows at Harescombe on Threshold land. He
followed his father by being on Harescombe Parish Council and was Chairman for several years . Conway
earned the nick name of "The Man with the White Hat" as whereever he went, he was always wearing his
white milking cap, whether at the weekly market where he used to throw sweets to, or rather at, Arthur
White the Auctioneer, the hunt or other social farming events. Conway had a highly developed sense of
humour, not always appreciated by his 'victims', but it was impossible not to warm fo a man with such an
ebullient personality. Often his parting words would be * T've only two words to say to you, and the
second one is 'of f' .

The village will miss him, but it is good that Tim Mayo, with his family, are now at the helm of a farm that
has been a Mayo home in direct descent since the beginning of the twentieth century.

Tan Gobey, who had known Conway since he was a young boy, returned to conduct the service and Arthur
White gave the Tribute to the congregation of over five hundred people, who filled the Church and the

service was relayed to those outside and also in the Village Hall.

Ann Bailey
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DEAR FRIENDS

It seems a long time since Christmas but it was such a blessed few days especially
for our children and thus for all of us as we observed their excitement. Thank you
to everyone who played their part in making our services and celebrations so warmly
inviting and meaningful.

Well here we are in 2009!! What will it bring? I have been thinking about the scenes
on our television screens from Gaza and Israel. Mark Nepo writes about ‘counting by
touching'. He says that ‘when we count with our eyes’, we stall the heart. What does
this mean? Well, I think that he is saying that the eyes can 'see’ clearly enough what
is broken without ever 'feeling' the break, and the mind can 'calculate’ the loss without
ever binding up the wound. Further without ‘fouching’ the life coming apart before our
eyes, either perhaps immediately before us or as we look at our TV screen we become
resilient and as efficient as ants, and it stops us from ever really pulling up alongside
the people we see there.

Alas, what makes us so precise and efficient can also prevent us from 'feeling’ what
we know. This is how the mind overtakes the heart - how we forget that that blood
on the news is real, that the cry from the street is real and comes from someone living
who has the same feelings and dreams that we have.

Such a profound and simple lesson: to count with our hands brings us deeper into life
as it really is and reminds us that our hands are the hands of Christ as we minister to
one another and pray for one another. Nepo suggests to us, his readers, that we sit
quietly and meditate on one person or scene we have seen and ‘hold’ them or it in our
hands. He suggests that we hold these closely and pray for them as we go through our
day. That sounds to me like a good way to begin this New Year.

As usual in Lent we are given an opportunity to prepare ourselves for our Easter
Experience. The period of Lent is a gift we can enjoy. This year we are delighted fo
be welcoming members of the Dean and Chapter of Gloucester Cathedral to lead us in
a series 'Taking a fresh look at Christ' through the Arts’. The evenings are open to
you all so I do hope you will feel you can join in what should prove to be a deeply
enriching experience.

Lent is a time too, perhaps to think about our prayer life. There will be a short
Lenten Reflection each evening from the 26 February - 4 April in Edge church
and on each Tuesday in March at 4pm at Pitchcombe Church. Details on page 5.
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BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

At our December meeting, the Speaker was Carolyn Evans who told us about the
craft of quilling - which is rolling thin strips of paper tightly to form shapes and to
use them to decorate cards, boxes etc. The tools that are required are scissors,
tweezers, a needle-like rolling tool, PVA glue and 3mm strips of paper in a variety
of colours. There is a theory that it started in Egypt. In the 15th Century French
and Italian nuns decorated boxes for religious relics and she showed us pictures of
an 18th Century Dolls House and Tea Caddies. As she spoke, she was making shapes
- holly leaves, a star, arobin and a bell. She decorated a gift tag with a candle and
a card with a decorated Christmas tree. She also brought with her items she had
made earlier - a Nativity scene, a baby's rattle, pictures and cards.

For our Christmas Lunch we went to the Toby Carvery at Brockworth which was
enjoyed by all. January was our Annual General Meeting. We didn't have a Speaker,
but after the business was completed, we had a Quiz followed by wine, cheese and
biscuits.

Our next Meeting is on Tuesday February 10th and is a talk by Mr. Furley on '‘Magic
Lanterns' witha show of his slides. Everyone welcome - visitors £1.50.
Chris New

The Churches Conservation Trust celebrates its 40th.Anniversary this year and to
mark the event, it is organising a series of sponsored walks on Saturday 28+h March
& Saturday 5th.September 2009 in 4 areas of the country - Wentworth,South
Yorkshire, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, Lower Highnam in Kent and here in Brookthorpe.
As St.Swithun's Church is one of the buildings within the Trust's care, the walks
will start from there and take in a circular walk of approximately 4 miles around the
village.

It is hoped that the event will be successful in raising money for the Trust and also

be an opportunity to hold a social activity for the parish. Leaflets and Sponsored
Walk Registration Forms are available from Bruce Wiggall or myself.

Nigel Bone

01452 812628 or

email:  nigel.bone@btinternet.com
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UPTON & HARESFIELD LANES SPEED LIMIT

I have been informed that over the last few weeks of 2008, there were at least
three bad vehicle accidents in Upton lane, Brookthorpe. One car ended up in the
ditch alongside the Lane and another was a complete right-off. In a further
incident, a car collided with a horse and the horse was killed....

The speed of vehicles on all the lanes seems to have increased. This has not been
helped by the considerable increase in traffic using the lanes from the Waterwells
Business Park area. In theory the speed limit outside the 30mph zone, is 60 mph
and unfortunately there are a few who try to drive at speeds close to or over the
limit on roads that were never designed for such speeds. There are no footpaths
and children trying fo get fo and from schools in these dark mornings are very
much at risk from fast vehicles. With the horse riding school in Upton Lane, riders
and pedestrians are at risk from reckless drivers.

A few years a go, Parish Councillors met Mr Lindsey from the County Council
Highways in the presence of our County Councillor Mrs Joan Nash, who agreed that
a footpath/bridleway could possibly be built in Upton Lane from Brentlands Corner
to the main road.

T have asked for this to be put on the agenda at the next Parish Council meeting in
February, but if you have any comments or concerns please either let your Parish
Councillor know or contact our County Councillor Mrs Joan Nash at Shire Hall.
Action now could save someone's life in the future.

Bruce Wiggall

thhl/'l‘LlthE \A/TTLA _\AJLIA I DADTCLY /AN NI/TI

N WUANITIWIN LT YWWRITIT YWV IMN F MNLWI "WWVINvLL
Preliminary matters for discussion at the Parish Council Meeting

on Tuesday 3rd February. Press and Public welcome
1. Parish Plan

2. District Councillors Report

3. County Councillors Report

4. Financial Matters including Internal Internal Audit and Audit
Arrangements for end of Finance Year

: Anne Rigelsford
5. Javellin Park Incinerator

Clerk to Parish Council
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D E AR FRIENDS

In addition on 3 mornings in March there will be an opportunity to experience
Contemplative Prayer based on the readings of Julian of Norwich. If you have even
a little flicker of thinking '‘Oo I would like to know more! But it might be way beyond
me! Don't be put off - this is warm, human stuff and touches our deepest needs.
Julian's gift was to understand great truths and to tell them simply. (Sorry, no
space for full details; please contact Elizabeth direct . Ed)

(C ontinued)

So, we have plenty to think about and to look forward to. May 2009 be a special
year for all of us. With love Elizabeth Ward

WYNSTONES NEW HALL

On Saturday 17*h January, local residents in and around Church Lane Whaddon were
able to take a tour of the new Hall currently under construction at Wynstones
School. The Hall will be used for some school activities starting in September of
this year, even though it will not be complete. The project leaders were keen to
communicate the envisaged use of the Hall by the school as well as promote and
discuss the school's wish to offer the Hall's facilities to other potential outside
organisations, thereby generating some income that can be used to help run the
Hall.

Currently the planning conditions do not permit general hiring out of the Hall and
permission would have to be sought for specific events on an individual event-by-
event basis. The school is likely to apply for an easement of the current conditions
and as you can imagine there was a mixed response to the idea and a healthy debate
took place. If an application is made, it will come to the attention of the Parish
Council in due course and will have to be considered along with the views and
arguments from all sides.

However the visit was a useful opportunity to view the Hall and discuss the
proposed easement application in a friendly atmosphere out of which some inter-
esting ideas and observations for consideration were made, so hopefully whatever
the outcome everyone will be pleased.

Our thanks to Guy Pinnington and Richard Fox for this opportunity.
Eric Hibbert
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This month I have a mixture of reminders, some good news (honest!) and a warning
regarding yet another scam which I have been made aware of.

Firstly on the reminder front, some of you over 60 may not have collected either your
travel fokens or your concessionary bus pass from Stroud District Council. Your bus pass
can be used on any local bus service throughout England, including London, but not the
underground. You can also use it on the Park and Ride buses.To get the pass, you must fill
in a form which can be posted to you by Stroud District Council or go directly tfo the
Council Offices. In either event, you must show them some form of identification that
has your birth date on it. An up to date photograph is required. The Council is able to take
the photos at the reception desk and no appointment is necessary. Your card will be sent
to you after it has been processed. If you have access to a computer ( don't forget that
I do and am happy to help you out), you can get these forms by going on:
www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/transport/concessionary travel. This site gives all the details

you need.

If you are with Severn Trent Water and have a low income and are on a meter, you might
benefit from their "WaterSure "scheme. If you meet the criteria required, there will be
a limit put on your charges for water and sewerage. For further information call 08457
500500.

There is also a Severn Trent Trust Fund which has been established to help eligible people
to clear or reduce existing water and/ or sewerage debt. It can help tfowards other bills
and support money advice and debt counselling. Call 0121 355 7766.

The scam I referred to earlier is in regards to Visa and Mastercard. People are getting
telephone calls, supposedly from the fraud offices attached to these companies, asking
if the "customer” has made a recent purchase of "x" amount. The figure used is generally
around the £400 mark and under £500. The caller willl sound very plausible, give a name
and security number. They will have your credit card number, but will ask a number of
questions fo imply that this amount has been taken out by fraudsters and that they
require your 3 digit number on the back of your card in order to credit your account.
Under no condition give this. The fraudsters need the 3 digit number to make their
purchase. Call your credit card company yourself and report the call. The real credit
company will never need to ask you for this information as they have it already!

Did you know that there is a 24 hour porter service available at Gloucester Royal Hospital
and at Cheltenham Hospital ? Should someone have great difficulty in walking, it can be
very difficult to drop them of f knowing you have to park the car. The telephone numbers

V.ILLAGE
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for the porter service for Gloucester Royal is 08454 226 650 and for Cheltenham
General, is 08454 223 023.

Don't forget that keeping your wrists and ankles warm will really help in the battle to
stay warm and well at this time of year. Turning down the thermostat slightly, but
keeping the heating on for longer will give you more long term benefit. Regular hot meals
and drinks provide warmth and energy. Keep your bedroom window shut at night and
dress warmly for bed. ( nag, nag, nag!)

If making any of the calls mentioned here or elsewhere, or filling out those dreaded
forms, seems too much, I and all the other 29 Village Agents in the county are there to
help you. Call me on the number below and leave a message. I do not work every day, but
will get back to you as soon as I can. Lou Kemp

07776-245767

The Christmas period saw us mourn a death, welcome a child for baptism and
the birth of another great grand-daughter. Conway Mayo died suddenly,
Jasper Hall was christened and Sarah Ractliffe had a third daughter, a fourth
great grandchild for Dorothy Ractliffe.

The Carol Service

Took place on December 19* followed by mince pies, mulled wine and sausage
rolls in the Village Hall. Caroline Stanley, with the help of all our village
teenagers, organised the service and the subsequent get together, and were
given a vote of thanks by Caroline Ractliffe.

Jasper Hall's Christening
There was a full Church to welcome Jasper. At the Carol Service, Jasper had
been a lively member of the congregation, but slept through most of his
service. Liz and Les provided sherry to wet the baby's head after the service.
It was a great occasion for Les and Liz as it was two years since the family had
all been fogether and Allie was over from Australia and Gavin and Marine had
come from France with their two children.

Ann Bailey



