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INFORMATION PINBOARD

Produced for the Parish Council

Mr. E. Hibbert(Chairman) 302656
Mr. B. Wiggall (Vice Chairman) 812195
Mrs. E. Brent-Smith 812258
Mrs. H. Coles 422752
Mr. Stuart Fry 308465
Mr. R. Winstone 330424

Clerk fo the Councif :
Mrs Anne Rigelsford 306794

DIARY DATES
SEPTEMBER
2nd Parish Council Meeting 8pm BVH

7th Walk in Whaddon. 2pm - 4 pm
See page 2 - lots of walkers please !

9th Cameo Meeting 7.30- pm BVH
Advance Notice

October 24th Old Spot Theatre in BVH
See cover photo and page 8.

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON

NEWSLETTER

September 2008

Mobile Library Thursdays

Brookthorpe
4th & 18th September
1110 to 11.20 at the Four Mile

Edge 11.40 - 11.00
(Bus Shelter Whiteshill Road)
Haresfield 11.30 - 12.00
(Schoof)
6reen Boxes Wednesday

3rd & 17th September

Mobile Police Station
(NB Note new Schedules)
2nd Sept - 15.20 o 16.00
19th Sept - 10.50 to 11.30

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

For Village Hall Bookings, contact
SUE BRACEY
On 01452-812681

COPY DEADLINE FOR
October 2008
NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 26TH

Tel : 812258
E-Mail : chrisbs@care4free.net

THE

KING

OF

SPAIN'S

DAUGHTER

( see page 8)

Linking Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon and the surrounding areas
Published in colour on Website at www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk



KEEP

WHADDON GREEN

TAKE A WALK ON SUNDAY 7t SEPTEMBER
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has published
Proposed Changes to the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which includes
a proposal for construction of 1500 houses on green belt land at Whaddon.

The RSS - prepared by the unelected Government Office for the South West
(based in Exeter) without consultation with local authorities - will become policy by
the end of this year, subject to any changes made as a result of the current period
of Public Consultation. We have until Friday 17" October (when the consultation
period ends) to make our views on this proposal known, whether through organizations
or as individuals.

You are invited o come and see for yourself the land that is under threat and judge
the environmental impact of the proposed development. Take a gentle walk along
public footpaths that cross the land and decide whether or not to add your name to
the growing number of people (of all political persuasions, or none) who want the
proposal removed from the plan before it becomes Government Policy later this year.

Members of Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon Parish Council, and others, will be on hand
between 2 and 4pm on Sunday 7t September to direct you along the designated
footpaths, point out landmarks and deal with any questions you may have. This is not
a protest march. We want you walk at your ease, on your own or in small groups. The
full circuit taking in the key features is about a mile and a shorter route is available.
You should wear suitable clothing and stout shoes.

There will be a book in which to record your participation in this event (and
comment on the Government proposals if you wish). The starting point will be at
Wynstones School, where there will be an information point, parking and guidance
along the Public Footpaths.

Please note: You are asked to keep to the footpaths and not trespass on private
land, to keep dogs on a lead, to avoid disturbance to livestock and wildlife and

not to drop litter.

Continued on page 3
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DATE EDGE HARESCOMBE PITCHCOMBE

07/09 10.00  Toddlers Service 9.30 Family Communion 11.00 Holy Communion

14/09 1000  Holy Communion  11.00 Morning Prayer 9.30 Morning Prayer

21/09 10.00  Family Service 9.30 Holy Communion 11.00 Holy Communion BCP
( Harvest)

28/09 10.00  Holy Communion 11.00 Morning Prayer 9.30 Morning Prayer

Other Services

1st Wednesday in month
Other Wednesdays
Second & Fourth Mondays
Third Tuesday in month

9.00 Pitchcombe Holy Communion - 1662
9.00 Edge Holy Communion - 1662

: 11.30 Holy Communion at Resthaven Nursing Home Chapel
11.00 Brookthorpe Nursing Home

For further information or requests for Home Communion and occasional services,
please contact Reverend Elizabeth Ward on 01452-812188

ST. MARGARET'S SERVICES

September 7th  10.30 am Family Praise
6.00 pm Evensong
14th  9.00 am Sung Eucharist
21st 6.00 pm Evensong
28th 9.00 am Sung Eucharist

Every Thursday 10.30 am - Holy Eucharist.
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Where
and what
is  this
plant ?
Phone
01452-
812258
or Email
your
answer
to
chrisbs
@care4f
ree.net

ADVERTISEMENT CHI KUNG & TAI CHI

Window in wall of Village Hall Porch

BROOKTHORPE
VILLAGE HALL

Every Monday evening from
7 -8 pm.
Classes started several
weeks ago.

For more information contact Sue
Bracey on 01452-81812681 or
Elizabeth Brent-Smith
on 01452-812258

Newcomers welcome. Just come along
to the Village Hall at 7pm on a Monday
and see what it is all about.
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Whether or not you can take part on 7th September, you are asked to send your
views on the proposed development at Whaddon fo the Regional authority and
encourage your friends to do the same. Make reference to "Area of Search 3B to
the South of Gloucester under Policy HMA3", and address your comments to:

Regional Strategies, Tel : 0117-9001743

Housing and Planning Directorate, Fax : 0117-9001906

Government Office of the South West E-mail : swplanning@gosw.gsi.gov.uk

2 Rivergate Website : http://gosw.limehouse.

Temple Quay Bristol BS1 6EH. co.uk/portal

Remember the deadline for comments is Friday 17 Oct 2008

Eric Hibbert

PRINKNASH A BBEY

The Benedictine monks at Prinknash are moving back to their old Abbey which they
left in 1972. The 16th Century St Peter's Grange was the monks' home for 44
years and the community have moved back after their numbers have dwindled from
more than 60 to just 12.

Father Abbot Francis Baird said "The move has gone well. It hasn't been such a
wrench, as some of the older members were there before, so they are coming
back." The monks are busy renovating the Tudor Manor house, but have brought
forward early morning prayers fom 5am to 6.30 am while they adjust to their new
surroundings.

The new Abbey has been sold to developers, the PG Group, who plan to turn it into
luxury retirement apartments and a nursing home.

Prinknash Bird and Deer Park is still open for 7 days a week and a retreat centre
is due to open at the end of 2009.

Abbot Francis said the new Abbey had become too expensive to run for 12 monks.

Bruce Wiggall
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DEAR FRIENDS

I have just returned from my holidays and one of the things I enjoy most about going
on holiday is finding places that speak to me of the things of God when I least expect
it. Perhaps it is something to do with being relaxed and more aware of my surroundings
that allows this to happen. One such experience was in the grounds of Drumlanrig
Castle, near Dumfries.

I noticed a sign in the distance just as I was getting into the car to go back to our
cottage and I felt impelled to go and read it. T don't usually do that kind of thing, I
hasten to add, when it is the middle of a downpour!! This time I found a treasure. The
sign told me to look at a line of trees and concentrate on the middle one - a large
sycamore tree. It told me too that the sycamore tree is not native to these islands
and that it had been introduced from Europe to Great Britain by the Romans.

This tree was 300 years old and had a girth of 23 feet. It was estimated that it would
drink 134,000 gallons of water a year!! ‘Go and stand beneath it' said the sign ‘and you
will find it will give you the experience of a Cathedral’. So I went and stood underneath
it in the pouring rain in the silence of the field and among the surrounding trees. As I
did so, I reflected, that, like Jacob did all those years ago when he awoke after his
experience of the ladder, that God was indeed in this place and now He was reminding
me of the fact.

This experience has led me back to Anthony de Mello and his book 'Sadhana - A way
to God' where he talks about awareness. 'don't seek for anything sensational - limit
yourself to 'observing'. Just take in everything that comes to your awareness and allow
the silence to deepen. You will discover to your delight, that revelation is not
knowledge but power - a mysterious power that brings transformation.’

That is just what I felt as I stood beneath the sycamore tree in the silence of that
wet afternoon. I felt transformed and returned to Stewart waiting in the car, with a
spring in my step.

Holidays are certainly very special times, but we don't need to go away to experience
God's very presence. My prayer for you is that you will cultivate your awareness and
find God in all things and in the people that you meet. That you will find your own
sycamore tree and feel how near God is to you and you will know his almighty power at
work within you. Emmanuel. God with us.
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BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

We did not hold a meeting in July, but went on our annual Summer Outing. This
year we went to the National Trust village of Lacock in Wiltsdhire. A coachful of
members, husbands and friends set off on a nice sunny day. Laycock is a very
picturesque village used as a film and TV location for productions of Pride &
Prejudicve, Moll Flanders, Emma and the Mayor of Casterbridge and also featured
in the Harry Potter films.

We walked round the village and then visited Lackock Abbey - originally a nunnery.
The cloisters are still there and very well perserved. After the dissolution of the
monasteries by Henry VIII, it bacame a family home. William Fox Talbot, the
celebrated photographer who discovered the negative/positive photograpohic
process lived there in the mid 19th Century and the Museum there commemorated
his life and work. We had a very enjoyable day out, thanks to Gloria for organising
the trip.

The Garden Party was hed at Wisteria
Cottage, Harescombe, on August 8th. This
was very successful with 88 people
attending. Luckily the weather was kind, so
people were able to sit outside in the
garden to enjoy the very good meal of
salads and delicious desserts provided by
members. £500 was made to send to the
Air Ambulance Charity. Thanks to Coleen &
Phil Miles for inviting us fo use their garden
and house, and to members and husbands
for helping with the preparations and in the
evening.

A glass of wine for all

Instead of the August meeting, we had a Skittles Evening at Tuffley Community
Centre with a Ploughmans Supper prepared by Joan & Rosemary.

Next month's meeting on September 9th is Peter Berry talking about a train
journey "To the Roof of the World India". Visitors are always welcome (males too!)
cost £1.50.

Chris New
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THE KING OF SPAIN'S DAUGHTER

The Fabulous Old Spot Theatre Company will be bringing their
new show The King of Spain's Daughter, to Brookthorpe Village Hall
on Friday 24* October. This is a tale of Royal love, childcare,
dastardly double-crossing and the never ending battle to do the right
thing. Using their characteristic comic and skilful approach to thea-
tre making, expect an action-packed and nail-biting show where the
path of true love never runs smooth, and the good always know what
they really ought to do.

This is the sixth Old Spot show to tour locally, and you are
advised to buy tickets early to ensure a seat. The company's reputa-
tion and near universal appeal has lead to several village hall sell-outs
in previous shows. Old Spot seeks to celebrate what is best about
country life and people, creating a physical and humorous style of
theatre that will leave you chuckling long after the event. This is
theatre from the merrie England that never was.

Tickets are £6.50 and are available from Sue (01452 812681) or
Don (01452 812348). Doors open 7:40pm for 8:00pm.

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON PARISH COUNCIL

Preliminary matters for discussion at the Parish Council Meeting
on Tuesday 2d September Press and Public welcome.

Planning Applications
. District Councillor's Report
. County Councillor's Report
. Financial Matters
. Parish Plan
. Spatial Strategy - Parish Council's response to Stroud District Consultation
Anne Rigelsford

o0l h w N
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DEAR FRIENDS (Continued)

As we enter September we can look forward to our celebrations of Harvest and
remember God's goodness to us with thankfulness. Do join us if you can. You will
find details in this magazine.

Confirmation is an important part of our spiritual journey and there will be a
Confirmation Service in the Benefice in November. If you have been thinking about
being confirmed and would like to join a small group to prepare for the next stage
in your spiritual journey, please speak to me or to John LH. It will change your life.

With every blessing, Elizabeth.

At the time of writing, most of the tarmac has been laid in Brookthorpe and
they are finishing the section up to the motorway. The white lining has to
be finished and the mini roundabouts and the installation of the gateways
and other miscellaneous work has to be completed... The last month or so
has been a bit noisy and chaotic at times in Brookthorpe and I hope our
patience will be worth it, though I heard that some folk were a bit unhappy
when they had to take the long way round. (We were warned of problems in
the July/August magazine).

It is amazing that there are a lot of drivers who do not seem to know the
rules about who has priority at roundabouts!

When it is all complete, there will be a safety audit by safety engineers
from the GCC and Gloucestershire Police to see if all the measures are

effective.

We shall have to see if we can get the speed limit reduced in other parts of
the Parish.

Bruce Wiggall
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P A RISMH PL AN PR O PO s ED

In the last Newsletter, the Parish Council gave notice of its intention to produce
a Village Appraisal in 2009. Since then further investigation has taken place,
including a meeting with Stroud District Council officers, to establish the
potential influence this may have when Stroud consider the future for this area
including planning, transport etc.

As a result of numerous meetings, it has been decided to consider producing a
Parish Plan and out of this a Village Design Statement that, if correctly struc-
tured, has the advantage of being adopted by the District Council and would then
have to be seriously considered and acted upon when considering the future of
our Village.

Of course if we decide o go ahead, it will require voluntary help from individuals
within the Parish. This cannot just be produced as a Parish Council document and
steering groups and offshoots of this will need to be established working on and
off over a 12/18 month period to final publication.

To this end it is proposed to call a public meeting in late September to identify
those interested in playing a role. We will let you know when this will happen, but
the meeting will include a thorough explanation as to what a Parish Plan is, how
it works and how to get the best out of it.

Suffice to say that if insufficient interest is shown outside of the Parish Council
then the project cannot proceed.
Eric Hibbert

AGARTHA FRIEDA GLAS

It is with great sadness that I have to report that Agartha Frieda Glas, of
Church Lane Whaddon, died peacefully at home on Wednesday 20th August
after a long but not painful period of illness. She was cared for until the very
end by many friends and was not alone when she died. Her husband was the
well known Dr Norbert Glas who passed away in 1986. They both lived in
Whaddon for over 50 years and were influential in the Rudolph Steiner
education sytem locally.
Agartha now lies in the St Margarets Churchyard Whaddon.

Eric Hibbert
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| NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

As I have said before, mind your garden ornaments and garden fools and
machinery. Why am I saying this again?

On the night of Saturday 16th to Sunday 17th August, the two stone lions at
the front of our house were stolen.

They are about three foot tall and quite heavy. It would take normally two men
to move them far, or one very strong man. Any information would be gratefully
received.

T also received a telephone call yesterday telling me that I had won a holiday,
"just press 9 for details." Needless to say I just put the 'phone down. Don't
get caught in an off moment, because you could end up with a large item on your
telephone bill.

Bruce Wiggall

GLOUCESTERSHIRE NIGHT STOP

Could you give the gift of a home for a night ?

Gloucestershire Nightstop is the safest emergency accomodation in the
County for 16 to 26 year old young people.

They are looking for more host families to of fer a bed for a night at a
time. Free traning is given nd expenses are paid.

To find out more, 'phone us on 01452-331330, or E-mail to :

development@gloucestershirenightstop.org.uk.



