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INFORMATION

Produced for the Parish Council

Mr. E. Hibbert(Chairman) 302656
Mr. B. Wiggall (Vice Chairman) 812195
Mrs. E. Brent-Smith 812258
Mrs. H. Coles 422752
Mr. Stuart Fry 308465
Mr. R. Winstone 330424

Clerk fo the Councif :
Mrs Anne Rigelsford 306794

PINBOARD

DIARY DATES

OCTOBER

7th 7 pm to 8 pm in BVH

SIGN THE PETITION - see page 5

8 pm Parish Council BVH
8th 'Wishing Well' Sub Rooms Stroud

See page 7.
14th 7.30 BVH Cameo Meeting

See page 9.
17th Letters Deadline - see page 5
24th 7.40 for 8 pm. Old Spot Theatre in BVH

‘The King of Spain's Daughter’

See page 8.

ADVANCE DATE

13th December. VILLAGE HALL SALE & DRAW|

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON

NEWSLETTER

October 2008

Mobile Library Thursdays
Brookthorpe
2nd, 16th & 30th October
1110 to 11.20 at the Four Mile

Edge 11.40 - 11.00
(Bus Shelter Whiteshill Road)
Haresfield 11.30 - 12.00
(School)

6reen Boxes Wednesday
1st, I5th & 29th October
Mobile Police Station

(NB Note new Schedules)
2nd Oct - 14,50 to 15.05
19th Oct - 10.20 to 10.35

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

For Village Hall Bookings, contact
SUE BRACEY
On 01452-812681

COPY DEADLINE FOR
November 2008
NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY OCTOBER 24th

Tel : 812258
E-Mail : chrisbs@care4free.net
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"KEEP WHADDON GREEN"
Walk on September 7th.
(see pages 2 & 3)

Linking Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon and the surrounding areas
Published in colour on Website at www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk
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KEEP WHADDON GREEN

What a great response, everyone DATE EDGE HARESCOMBE PITCHCOMBE
seemed to enjoy it! More than 200 peo-
WALK ple turned out on the Sunday afternoon 03/10 e 7.00 pm Harvest Festival ~ ------momooe
to show their support by walking the 05/10 10.00  Toddlers Service 9.30 Family Communion 11.00 Harvest Holy Communion
71'h Sep'l'ember‘ | d PP dyWh dd 9 d 12/10 1000  Holy Communion  11.00 Morning Prayer 9.30 Morning Prayer
pre-planned route aroun addon an 19/10 No Service 9.30 Holy Communion 10.00 Family Service
across fields, that if the authors of the ( see Pitchcombe )
latest Draft Regional Spatial Strategy 26/10  10.00  Holy Communion 11.00 Morning Prayer 9.30 Morning Prayer

Report have their way could one day be
built upon. For once the rain held off
and it was a warm and pleasant after-
noon. People from all over Tuffley, many
from Whaddon and Brookthorpe, repre-

Other Services

1st Wednesday in month : 9.00 Pitchcombe Holy Communion - 1662
sentatives from Haresfield and Hares- Other Wednesdays : 9.00 Edge Holy Communion - 1662
combe Parish Councils, Gloucester City Second & Fourth Mondays : 11.30 Holy Communion at Resthaven Nursing Home Chapel
Councillors and County Councillors as Third Tuesday in month i 11.00 Brookthorpe Nursing Home

well as David Drew our Stroud MP, made
the effort to demonstrate their sup-

port and sign a petition calling on the For further information or requests for Home Communion and occasional services,

County Councillor Joan Nash please contact Reverend Elizabeth Ward on 01452-812188

Housing and Planning Directorate to ex-
with her husband Colin and dogs set . .
clude this area from any future major

off for the Walk
development.

Wynstones School kindly donated the meeting place where a small hall was ST. MARGARET'S SERVICES

provided in order to display information and images of flooding in the Grange Road
and other areas from last year's Summer; the School also provided light refresh- October 5th 10.30am  Family Praise
ments. Many people brought their children as well as their pets, all of whom were 6.00 pm Harvest Evensong

very well behaved, especially the Dogs.
12th  9.00 am Sung Eucharist

The first group of walkers set off at around 2.30pm after having their 19th  6.00 pm Evensong
photograph taken gathered around the placard at the School Entrance. Marshals
were positioned at strategic points around the 45-minute walk in order to ensure 26th 9.00am  Sung Eucharist

that no one got lost or strayed off the public footpaths. As far as I know we did
not lose anyone.

Every Thursday 10.30 am - Holy Eucharist.
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WHAT This is an
and ECHIUM
WHERE PININANA
is behind St.

Swithun's
it? Church

in Brookthorpe

P A RTISH PL A N

The next Parish Council Meeting is at 8.0pm on Tuesday 7th October at
which it would be useful to gauge who would be willing to participate in
helping to create any new Parish Plan. A show of potential help at this stage
would be helpful in enabling the Council to decide on whether or not to take
the next step.

This would be to organise a meeting at the Village Hall for a discussion
solely on this subject with the attendance of a member of Stroud District
Council who will be able to elaborate on what is involved, discuss the levels
of involvement, advantages of producing one, possible time scales and
answer all your questions. If we get to this stage, it will then be a matter
of establishing a steering group with possible off-shoots of this with
various designated responsibilities. If you feel you might like to be involved
in any capacity then please come along on the night.

Eric Hibbert
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My sincere thanks to all who made
this event a great success especially
to Wynstones School, our Parish Coun-

David Drew MP cil members, their families and the
arrives other few members of the Parish who
on his we can always rely on fo make such
Bicycle events possible. Also my thanks to

for the Walk Gerald Dee, (Tuffley Ward City Coun-
cillor) and his colleagues for all their
work beforehand and their tremen-
dous support on the day.

Well this is just the beginning! If you were unable to attend, were not aware
of this event taking place, but care about the future of Brookthorpe-with-Whad-
don, please do something about it. In July and September’s Newsletters, there are
articles relating to the RSS Draft Proposals, and on our website,
www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk, under Housing and Development, you will
find the Parish Council's submission to Stroud District Council urging them fo fight
proposals to build in this area. You are asked to send your views on any proposed
development in the Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon area to Regional Authority and
encourage your friends to do the same. Make reference to: Area of Search 3B to
the South of Gloucester under Policy HMA3 and address your comments fo:

Regional Strategies
Housing and Planning Directorate
Government Office of the South West
2 Rivergate, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6EH

The final deadline for comments is Friday 17" October 2008

If you care about what the future holds for Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon, then
doing nothing is not an option. This is not just a Whaddon issue, hence the support
from Harescombe and Haresfield Parish Councils as well as the Tuffley Ward and
Friends of Robinswood Hill on 7" September.

Eric Hibbert
Chairman - Your Parish Council
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DEAR FRIENDS

T have just returned from my holidays and one of the things I enjoy most about going on holiday
is finding places that speak to me of the things of God when I least expect it. Perhaps it is
something to do with being relaxed and more aware of my surroundings that allows this to
happen. One such experience was in the grounds of Drumlanrig Castle, near Dumfries. I noticed
a sign in the distance just as I was getting into the car to go back to our cottage and I felt
impelled to go and read it. I don't usually do that kind of thing, I hasten to add, when it is the
middle of a downpour!l This time I found a treasure. The sign told me to look at a line of trees
and concentrate on the middle one - a large sycamore tree. It told me too that the sycamore
tree is not native to these islands and that it had been introduced from Europe to Great Britain
by the Romans.

This tree was 300 years old and had a girth of 23 feet. It was estimated that it would drink
134,000 gallons of water a year!!'Go and stand beneath it' said the sign ‘and you will find it will
give you the experience of a Cathedral’. So I went and stood underneath it in the pouring rain
in the silence of the field and among the surrounding trees. As I did so, I reflected, that, like
Jacob did all those years ago when he awoke after his experience of the ladder, that God was
indeed in this place and now He was reminding me of the fact.

This experience has led me back to Anthony de Mello and his book 'Sadhana - A way to God"
where he talks about awareness. 'don't seek for anything sensational - limit yourself to
‘observing’. Just take in everything that comes to your awareness and allow the silence to
deepen. You will discover to your delight, that revelation is not knowledge but power - a
mysterious power that brings transformation.’” That is just what I felt as I stood beneath the
sycamore tree in the silence of that wet afternoon. I felt transformed and returned to
Stewart waiting in the car, with a spring in my step.

Holidays are certainly very special times, but we don't need o go away to experience God's very
presence. My prayer for you is that you will cultivate your awareness and find God in all things
and in the people that you meet. That you will find your own sycamore tree and feel how near
God is to you and you will know his almighty power at work within you. Emmanuel. God with us.

As we enter September we can look forward to our celebrations of Harvest and remember
God's goodness to uswith thankfulness. Do joinus if you can. You will find details in this magazine.

Confirmation is an important part of our spiritual journey and there will be a Confirmation
Service in the Benefice in November. If you have been thinking about being confirmed and
would like to join a small group to prepare for the next stage in your spiritual journey, please
speak to me or to John LH. It will change your life.

With every blessing, Elizabeth.
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BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

The Speaker for September was Peter Berry, a steam train enthusiast, photograhper and
traveller who went to India to see the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, a small British built train.
The railway was built in 1880 and the small engine runs on a single two foot guage track, and
has a crew of five. It runs beside a mountain road originally built for horses and carts, but
now crowded by lorries.

As well as taking photographs of the railway, he fook many showing the fown and the people
There was a building site with women carrying the heavy loads and men leaning on their
shovels; children begging and children looking smart in school uniforms; a woman siifting
through ashes for coal and a snake charmer.

He visited a Tibetan Monastery which was very ornate with Buddha statues and prayer
wheels. The novices join at 6 years old, but seem very happy. He showed slides of a bazaar
with fruit and vegetable stalls, a row of men with their sewing machgines and very colourful
materials, a very unhygenic looking butcher's shop and fish sold on the side of the dusty road.
They also had a tour of a tea plantation, and then went back to Delhi - they saw Everest from
the plane.

On September 10th, a party of 16 went to London to visit the Chelsea Hospital, home of the
Pensioners. En route, we stopped at Syon Park where we were able to visit the House, or just
visit the Garden Centre and shops. Our visit to Chelsea was scheduled for 1.30 pm, and we
were taken round by the charismatic Sergeant 'Mac' McLaughlin, a very enthusiastic guide
who obviously loved his home. He was wearing his distinctive uniform with a scarlet coat and
peaked cap. About 300 Pensioners live there. They give up their Army pension, but receive
board, lodging, clothing and very good medical care. The Royal Hospital was founded by
Charles ITin 1682, but not opened until 1692. Designed by Christopher Wren, it has buildings
round three Courtyards, the central 'Figure Court' has a statue of Charles IT dressed as a
Roman general and covered in gold leaf. The Great Hall, now the dining hall, has panels with
names and dates of battles. Here the Duke of Wellington lay in state on one of the tables.
The Chapel is beautifully panelled and is open to the general public for Sunday services. They
are building a new 'State of the Art' Infirmary with a wing to be opened soon for the
wounded of the Afghan war. A very enjoyable day; thanks to Gloria for organising it.

On Saturday 13th September, Liz Marsh, Rosemary Cole, Colleen & Phil Miles and Joan &
Eddie King went to Strensham Services to the Air Ambulance Open Day, to present them with
a cheque for £500, the proceeds from the Garden Party.

Next month's meeting - Tuesday 14th October - a Talk by Radio Gloucestershire. Visitors
welcome - £1.50. Chris New
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THE KING OF SPAIN'S DAUGHTER

The Fabulous Old Spot Theatre Company will be bringing their new show
The King of Spain's Daughter, to Brookthorpe Village Hall on Friday 24
October. This is a tale of Royal love, childcare, dastardly double-crossing
and the never ending battle to do the right thing. Using their characteris-
tic comic and skilful approach to theatre making, expect an action-packed
and nail-biting show where the path of true love never runs smooth, and the
good always know what they really ought to do.

This is the sixth Old Spot show to tour locally, and you are advised to
buy tickets early to ensure a seat. The Company's reputation and near
universal appeal has led to several village hall sell-outs in previous shows.
Old Spot seeks to celebrate what is best about country life and people,
creating a physical and humorous style of theatre that will leave you
chuckling long after the event. This is theatre from the merrie England
that never was.

Tickets are £6.50 and are available from Sue (01452 812681) or Don
(01452 812348). Doors open 7:40pm for 8:00pm.
Sue Bracey

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON PARISH COUNCIL

Preliminary matters for discussion at the Parish Council Meeting
on Tuesday 7th October Press and Public welcome.
. Planning Applications
. District Councillors Report
. County Councillors Report
. Financial Matters
. Parish Plan
. Spatial Strategy
. Brookthorpe Traffic Calming
. Councillors' Indemnity Cover
. Results of meeting regarding possible Incinerator at Javelin Park

OO NOONWN

Anne Rigelsford
Clerk to Parish Council

Page 5

PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION

Those of you who did not attend the 'Keep Whaddon Green Walk' on 7th
September but would still like to add your names to a Petition may do so by
contacting one of your Councillors or the Clerk using the telephone numbers shown
on the back page of this Newsletter. Alternatively call into the Village Hall before
the next Parish Council Meeting between 7.0 and 8.0 pm on Tuesday 7th October
and add your name to the Petition there. If you are not fully aware of what is going
on around you please refer to the major article printed in this issue and/or visit
the 'Housing and Development' page on the website. This may be your last
opportunity o make a dif ference to the future wellbeing of this Parish.

Eric Hibbert
BROOKTHORPE VILLAGE HALL

YOUR VILLAGE HALL NEEDS

YOU I

SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE HALL

BUY CHRISTMAS DRAW TICKETS, SELL TO
YOUR FRIENDS, PROVIDE A PRIZE, COME TO
THE DRAW AND SALE ON

SAT. DEC. 13th
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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There is a variety of information to pass on this month, and I hope that
it will be useful to some of you.

Age Concernis an excellent organisation which gives all sorts of practical
support such as its cleaning service, "Clean Sweep"” and it can of fer advice
and information about almost anything you care to think of. Recently it
has been awarded a grant to enable it to of fer help to people who need
some support after a stay in hospital. Anyone who has had to stay in
hospital for a time knows how vulnerable you can feel coming home to an
empty house. The Hospital Aftercare scheme offers one hour visiting a
week for 6-8 weeks depending on the individual's needs. Age Concern is
looking for volunteers fto do this important befriending, working within
their own villages. Contact

Louise Neal:

Volunteering Manager

Age Concern Gloucestershire Ltd

Tel 01452 422660

Website: www.ageconcernglos.org.uk

If you are a carer, you will undoubtedly be in need of a holiday. Saga has
put aside £200,000 for at least 50 carers to have a free holiday with
another person and have spending money. To be eligible, you must be over
50 and have been caring for someone for at least one year, and not have
taken a holiday for 12 months. You can take another person with you and
will be given spending money! The trust will also pay for the person you
are caring for to be looked after while you are away.

So why not nominate yourself, or nominate someone you know who'd
benefit from this for further details and an application form, go to
www.saga.co.uk/health/carers/carers-trust.

Don't worry if you have no internet, just call me and I'll help you.

If you are a Stroud District Council tenant, there is a potentially money
saving competition being held by the Severn Wye Energy Agency. Ten to
fifteen households in this area are being asked see who can reduce their
energy consumption the most over a 6 month period. Winners will be
awarded an Eco Hamper for each household as well as tickets to travel
to an International Awards Ceremony in Brussels.

All participants will receive a variety of energy saving gadgets and eco
goodies throughout the competition, including energy saving light bulbs,
eco kettles and hot water tank jackets, and will have the chance to win
spot prizes of standby saver gadgets, water powered clocks, fridge
saver plugs and wind up radios and forches.

Call 01594 544119 to find out more about this competition, or about
other schemes available.

Last and by no means least, there is a FREE "Wishing Well * health and
well-being event for the over 50's, being held at the Sub Rooms on
Tuesday 8™ October 10.30- 2.30. Lunch and refreshments are provided,
and I am happy to take you if you would like to attend.

Your Village Agent
Lou Kemp - Tel: 07776 245767

Plans to build four new fire stations in the county have been given the go-
ahead.The new stations will be at Shepherd Road, Cheltenham Road East
Churchown, Tewkesbury Road, Uckington,and the station at Keynsham Road will
be rebuilt. The sites, plus a community life skills centre, will benefit from
£40million government support. Chief Fire Officer Terry Standing said the
hope is to improve response times,, particularly in response to road accidents
happening on the ring roads near Gloucester and Cheltenham. Gloucester's
Eastern Avenue base will be axed and replaced with community stations in
Quedgeley and at Elmbridge Court. It is hoped that the stations will be
operational by 2010. Bruce Wiggall



