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INFORMATION PINBOARD

DIARY DATES

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON

NEWSLETTER

Produced for the Parish Council

3rd Parish Council Meeting 8 pm BVH

Mr. E. Hibbert(chairman) 302656 (see page 7) March 2009
Mr. B. Wiggall (Vice Chairman) 812195 )
Mrs. E. Brent-Smith 812258 10th Cameo Meeting 7.30 pm BVH
Mrs. H. Coles 422752 (see page 9)
Mr. Stuart Fry 308465 o )
Mr. R. Winstone 330424 26th Fly Tipping Meeting, Harescombe
Village Hall (see page 10)
Clerk to the Council : 28th Historic Churches Sponsored Walk
Mrs Anne Rigelsford 306794 (see page 8)

Mobile Library Thursdays| | VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Brookthorpe
March 5th & 19th For Village Hall Bookings, contact
11,10 to 11,20 at the Four Mile SUE BRACEY
Edge 10.40 - 11.00 On 01452-812681
(Bus Shelter Whiteshill Road)
Haresfield 11.30 - 12.00
(School)

COPY DEADLINE FOR
April 2009
NEWSLETTER

Green Boxes Wednesday
4th & 18th March & 1st Aprif

Mobile Police Station PRIDAY MARCH 20th v I L LA G E s N o w M A N

March 2nd - 14.15%0 14.40 Tel : 812258
March 19th - 1020 to 10.35 E-Mail : chrisbs@care4free.net

Linking Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon and the surrounding areas
Published in colour on Website at www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES

IT'SNOW JOKE - THE SNOW WARDEN

DATE EDGE HARESCOMBE PITCHCOMBE

01/3 9.30 am Holy Communion 11.00 am Family Communion 9.30 am Morning Prayer
08/3  10.00 am Toddlers Service ~ 9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30 am Holy Communion

15/3 e 10.00 am 3 Parish Communion ~ ———--—---mmmmemmme-
22/3  10.00 am Family Service 11.00 am Morning Prayer 11.00 am Holy Communion BCP
29/3 s e 10.00 am 3 Parish Communion

Other Services

1st Wednesday in month : 9.00 Pitchcombe Holy Communion - 1662

Other Wednesdays : 9.00 Edge Holy Communion - 1662

Second & Fourth Mondays : 11.30 Holy Communion at Resthaven Nursing Home Chapel
Third Tuesday in month 1100 Brookthorpe Nursing Home

For further information or requests for Home Communion and occasional services,
please contact Reverend Elizabeth Ward on 01452-812188

St. M ARGARET'S N O T E S

You may hot be aware of this, but the Parish Council, as part of its role in local
government, appoints a Snow Warden to help identify local problems when we do On 17th February, the Reverend David Smith was installed as Priest-in-Charge of
have a significant fall of snow. However this position has traditionally produced a St. Margaret's Whaddon . Hans Rackham
smile on everyone's face each time the appointment is made. Well! He or she
works with Gloucestershire Highways and our own allocated Snow Plough opera-
tor (with plough) fo ensure that where possible local routes in our Parish are
kept passable. The main route, the A4173, would normally be taken care of by March 1st 16.00 hrs Evensong
the Highways department, but not always, as was the case recently. 8th 09.00 hrs Sung Eucharist

15th 16.00 hrs Evensong
Paul Wooton who now lives in the Tuffley area is our Plough Operator and the 22nd 09.00 hrs Sung Eucharist
Plough itself is hormally kept at Pitchcombe. When in use it is mounted on a Farm 29th 09.00 hrs Sung Eucharist
Tractor. Not all Parishes around us have this facility and in fact locally only
ourselves Haresfield and Pitchcombe have Snow Wardens and Plough Operators! Every Thursday 10.30 am Said Eucharist

So we are indeed fortunate when the need arises.
Continued on page 3..............
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LITTENR & F LY T IPPIN 6

THURSDAY 26th MARCH - HARESCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

As anyone of us who walks, rides or drives on our country roads and lanes knows,
there is still a big problem with litter and we need to continue to look for ways to
protect and conserve our corner of rural England.

The well known author Bill Bryson has taken up the cause and is now the President
of the CPRE ( Council for the Protection of Rural England ). This organisation is
working hard to raise national awareness of the need to halt the desecration of
our cities, tfowns, villages and countryside by casual or deliberate dropping of
litter. In a recent Panorama programme, he highlighted the challenges facing us
all.

We are coordinating a meeting to update everyone on the current situation. Tim
Barnes, the founder of COTSWOLD LITTER HEROES, will be present to share
his research and experiences of tackling the litter problem in the Cotswolds . We
also hope to have representation from Stroud District Council as well as some local

Councillors.

At the end of the evening, we hope to come up with a joint local strategy for
dealing with these issues.

Please come along and give us your views and support.

Together we can make a difference !

LIZ HALL
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During the heavier snow of early February we patrolled and ploughed along the
A4173 from Pitchcombe to Grange Road at Tuffley as well as Upton, Haresfield,
Naas, Styles, and Church Lanes to ensure that they remained passable at the
worst times.

We were on standby several nights from one o'clock in the morning and when we
did decide action was required were seriously hampered by motorists attempting
to tackle the elements but struggling and managing only to get in the way of our
progress.

Our thanks to Paul for his continued commitment to our Parish even though he no
longer resides within it.

Eric Hibbert
The Snow Warden

This was an Advertising sign on
Car Park side of the
Four Mile Pub.
Noone found it this month |

Because of the apparent lack
of interest,

this feature has now been
suspended.
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DEAR FRIENDS

John O'Donohue in his book 'Eternal Echoes’, talks about the fact that we all yearn to
'‘belong’ and especially at times when we are anxious and challenged by what is going on
around us - like how when things are happening beyond our control. We can feel quite
powerless and yet at the same time yearn to play our part, to reach out and make a
difference and this is where prayer can come in. When Jesus spoke to Mary and
Martha he told them that ‘only one thing was needed’ - to sit at his feet and learn
from him. In other words to spend time with him and surely that is our calling too.

The season of Lent is with us again and there are a number of possibilities around to
help us to think more about these things of God - perhaps joining us at the five
Sessions on 'Taking a fresh look at Christ through the Arts' in Edge Village Hall which
is of course open to all. Or other opportunities which '‘Churches Together in Painswick'’
have arranged or joining us at 4pm for a short service of readings and prayer. (Details
elsewhere in this magazine.)

However, you may not want to ‘join’ anything, so here is another suggestion. In 1982
Delia Smith wrote a book called 'A Feast for Lent'. It was a series of reflections for
each day of Lent and has been used by many people with great success over the years
since. This year she is embarking on another challenge through the Internet and using
the Website of Cafod, the Catholic overseas development agency. She is encouraging
us to stand back and spend some time in silence before God at home. Say, for 20
minutes each day and see what happens. Each day, for 40 days from 25th February,
Delia will put a short 'thought for the day' on the Website for readers to consider as
we prepare for Holy Week. Why not log on towww.cafod.org.uk and see what she has
to say? Somehow the way she expresses her faith speaks to us in a way that is easy
to understand.

Holy Week is going to be another special time for the whole Benefice and details will
be made available as soon as possible. T do hope you will feel that you can join us. We
will be joining the congregation of Sheepscombe for our Holy Week evening services
on 6th,7th and 8th April and in Painswick for Maundy Thursday for what should prove
to be a moving experience. I do hope you will feel that you might like to come along.
If you would like to go, but find driving across to the other villages difficult, please
contact me or one of our wardens and we will be delighted to take you across in our
cars.

With every blessing, Elizabeth Ward
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BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

February's Speaker was Pat Furley who told us about Magic Lanterns. The Magic
Lantern is a Projector with a light source and magnifying lens with a glass slide
between them. The image is then projected onto a screen. When the slide was back
projected onto muslin and the image appeared, people thought that it was 'Magic'.
These slide shows were very popular in Village Halls during the Victorian and
Edwardian eras.

Mr Furley brought along several examples of Magic Lanterns and light sources,
including a carbide lamp, a paraffin lamp and a Lime Light and they also used candles.

Before 1840, slides were prepared by painting or etching on glass. In 1840, Fox
Talbot developed photography, and so photographs were also used.

We were then treated to a Magic Lantern Show using some of his very large
collection of slides. Starting with the 'Safety Curtain' and 'Welcome', we saw
slides of children, nursery rhymes, transport, Edward VII Coronation, Weston-
super-Mare, Moscow, the Titanic, Boer War, among many others. The highlight for
us was a set of slides showing Brookthorpe Post Of fice and the Four Mile House in
1928, and also slides of Gloucester streets and of the Cathedral. He showed us the
first attempts at ‘Moving Pictures' - a Greenwich scene with another slide of people
and animals pulled across it.

Gloria told us of the outings she has organised this year :

To Chavenage in May

A Trip on the Severn Valley Railway from Kidderminster
to Bridgenorth

A visit to Webbs of Wychbold in July

Wells in September and

A Shopping Trip to Street in November.

The Speaker at next month's meeting on Tuesday 10th March is David Fletcher on
‘The Antarctic'. Anyone welcome; visitors £1.50.
Chris New
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S PO N S O RED W ALK 20009

The guided walk will start at 10 am at St. Swithun's Church, Brookthorpe and will
take approximately an hour and a half. People may come at any time up to 2 pm
and may do the walk on their own. A second guided walk may be arranged to
start at 1.30 pm if there are sufficient people .

Sign up today
Phone Joanna on 01452 422660

Enquiries@ageconcernglos.org.uk

MEDAL FOR COURAGE 2009

Nominations are being invited for the Gloucestershire Medal for
Courage. The award aims to recognize exceptional courage shown by
Gloucestershire residents. More information can be found at
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/medalforcourage
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GARDENING ASSISSTANCE SCHEME 2009

The Gardening Assistance Scheme will run from Wednesday 1st April 2009 to
Friday 12th February 2010. Funding is in place from Stroud District Council and
The Royal British Legion. Those who registered for help from the scheme in 2008,
regardless of whether they received help, will have already been sent a 2009
registration form. The closing date for registration is Friday 20" February 2009.
All successful applicants are offered up to 12 hours subsidised gardening with a
local gardener. Royal British Legion funded clients receive this free of charge,
Stroud District Council funded clients must pay £4.00 per hour towards the cost.
All clients can continue to use their gardener privately after the Gardening
Assistance Scheme hours have been used. The following groups of people can be
helped by the scheme if they meet the outlined criteria and are responsible for
maintaining their own garden:

To receive help through the Royal British Legion funding the applicant or their
spouse must

0 have served in the Armed Forces for a minimum of 7 days

0 have less than £16,000 in savings or

[ be inreceipt of Council Tax Benefit
Eligibility checks on service records are carried out by the RBL Gloucester Field
Office.

To receive help through the Stroud District Council funding the applicant must

0 be at least 60 year of age and in receipt of a means tested benefit such as
Council Tax Rebate.

0 be at least 60 years of age and in receipt of a disability benefit such as
Attendance Allowance

[ be over 75 years of age and have a health problem

0 beinreceipt of a disability benefit ~ regardless of age

If funding allows - those who are over 60 years of age and do not meet any of the
above criteria taken in age order — oldest first.

Information on the scheme is available on our website —
www.careandrepairstroud.co.uk
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As we enter the month of March, T hope we have left the cold winter behind, and
can look forward to spring. At the risk of putting a "dampener” on things, I want
to pass on to you some information about the cost of funerals which I hope you
will find helpful.

While wishing to do our best for our loved ones, funerals can be costly - a modest
ceremony will cost between £2,000 and £3,300.

For many different reasons, including practical considerations and peace of mind,
some people provide for their own future funeral arrangements. Some see this
option as a way of sparing someone else the decision and expense. A range of
pre-paid funeral plans is available. Schemes should be affiliated to the National
Association for Pre-Paid Funeral Plans, or the Funeral Planning Council.

Death can be a difficult subject to broach, but having plans and wishes discussed
in advance can really help when practical considerations need to be addressed.
The deceased person may have purchased a pre-paid funeral plan, or contributed
to another scheme. If possible, do check this before contacting the Funeral
Director.

Funeral Directors may not all charge the same amount, you may therefore
consider getting more than one quote.

It is important to realise that as well as the Funeral Directors costs, there are
likely to be more expenses that will add to the overall cost. These will depend on
whether the funeral is a burial or cremation. Extra expenses could include
church service fees, service sheets and the flowers; family funeral cars and
obituary notices in the press. A cremation committal will require a further cost,
plus doctor's fees. These additional expenses can add up to more than a £1,000
on top of the cost of any funeral. In order to give yourself peace of mind, and
not have to worry about the cost of the funeral, it is extremely important that
you are clear about all of the costs you will have to cover before instructing the
Funeral Director. If there is money in the estate, the deceased person's bank
should release funds for funeral expenses before Probate.

If someone on low income has dif ficulty in meeting the cost of a modest funeral,
and they are in receipt of a means tested benefit, they may be able to claim a
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Funeral Payment from the Social Fund. To find out more about Funeral Payments
contact your local Department for Work and Pensions, The Citizens Advice
Bureau or Age Concern.

DWP 0845 6088616

CAB, Stroud 01453 762084

Age Concern 01452 422660

Register Offices are a good source of information about all aspects of be-
reavement, the contact details are as follows:

Cheltenham 01242 532455

Gloucester 01452 425275

Stroud 01453 766049

Visits are by appointment only.

If you would like more information about this article or any other matter,
please contact me on the number below.
Lou Kemp
Tel: 07776 245767

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON PARISH COUNCIL

Preliminary matters for discussion at the
Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 34 March
Press and Public welcome.

Parish Plan

District Councillors Report

County Councillors Report

Planning Application - S09/0036/VAR, Mount View Caravan Park,
Change of Use of Land

Javellin Park Incinerator

Replacement Bus Shelter

Hwn =

oo

Anne Rigelsford
Clerk to Parish Council



