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PARISH COUNCIL

ROAD CLOSURES

Haresfield Lane and Upten Lane
These roads will be closed ot their junction with A4173 from August 11™ until August
220 ta allow for resurfocing werks.

It appears that there is some confusion regarding the rele of the Parish Council in
respect of issues affecting the Parish. Councillors take an active role in informing and
consulting parishioners at every stage of decision forming. The monthly Parish
Mewsletter and Website exist for this reason. Dotes of meetings. agendos and
minutes are freely ovailable on notice boards, in the Mewsletter and on the Website.
Mectings are open to any member of the public wishing te attend and epportunity is
given to parishioners wishing to make comments. Minutes of previous meetings are
available free of charge on request. Anyone wishing to add an item to the agenda is
welcome to do so, but T do need to have the request, in writing, ot least 10 days
before the meeting. This is in order that the agenda is produced on time and to enable
any relevant investigations to ftake place. Your Parish Councillors work tirelessly on a
voluntary basis to get the best possible deals for the Parish and are your first port
of call if you have concerns regarding aspects of Parish life.

DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETIMNGS 2008
TUESDAY 157 JULY TUESDAY 2™ SEPTEMBER
TUESDAY 7™ OCTOBER TUESDAY 4™ NOVEMBER
TUESDAY 2™ DECEMBER
All meetings take place at Brookthorpe Village Hall and begin at &pm.

Preliminary matters for discussion at the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesdoy 1st Juby.
Press and Public welcome.

L. Planning Applications S0B/1065/FUL,  MrP Stokes, I Morth View, Strowd Road
Erection of extension to the side of preperty

S0B/1192/VAR,  MrH Godwin, Clovermead, Uipton Lore
Variation of Condition 1O for planning

2. District Councillors Repart

3. County Councillors Report

4. Financiol Matters

5. Parish Appraisal

&. Spatial Strategy Anne Rigelsford

Clerk to the Parish Council
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WHAT IS A BILLION ?

Mext time yeu hear o peliticion use the word " BILLTOM * in @ casual manner, think
whether you want peliticians spending your tax money. A billion is not an easy number to
comprehend but one advertising agency did a good job of putting that figure into some
perspective in ane of its releases

A: A billion seconds age it was 1939,

B: A billion minutes age Jesus was alive.

C: A billion hours ago cur ancestors were living in the Stone Age

[ A billion days ago no one walked on the earth on two feet

E: A billien pounds ago was only & hours and 20 minutes ot the rate our
Government seems to be spending our money |

It is now being said that £%.3 billion is not encugh to pay for the London Olympics. The
original budget was £2.4 billion. The cost of the 80,000 seat Olympic Stadium has already
soared by £106 million since last Movember.

I wonder how many people from Brockthorpe er Whaddon or perhops Gloucestershire will
benefit in ony woy from this incredible expenditure ?
Bruce Wiggall

TELEPHOME BOXES

BT has announced plans that meon telephene boxes could be a thing of the past. The box in
Brookthorpe could soon disoppeor. BT soys the reduction in payphone use has halved in the
lzst 3 years because of the increased populority of mobile phones. At present there are 414
phone boxes in Gloucester, Stroud and the Forest of Deon and 103 of these could be lost
after public consultation. According te Ofcom there are 70 million mobile phenes in the UK
[ I wonder who had the job of counting them!) mere than one for every person. BT have
already removed more than 30,000 since 2002 but says two thirds of the remaining are
unprofitable. BT say that it there is o good reosoen why a kiosk could stay they will consider
keeping it BT are trying Te run o service that's relevant that people want but if they are not
using them then clearly they are not wanted. If people wart fo keep the boxes BT will
consider it but it is up te them to hove their say during this consultation peried. Each phone
box costs over £1000 a year to maintain.

I did motfice that when we had the floods and trovellers were anxious getting to their
destinations a lot of peeple were using the Brookthorpe phone box when the mobile phone
network wos everloaded and people could not get through on their mobiles.

Lt you hove ony thoughts en this motter and think thot moybe the phone box should remain

please let your Councillors or our Clark know. Bruce Wiggall
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DEAR FRIENDS

Here is an inferesting question for you? "What is the connection between (net to put toe fine
o point en it) 'bot poe’ and Confirmation? Well. an evening spent with members of the group of
young pecple who were confirmed in Movember will supply the answer. We spent o fascinating
time in Stock End with Faul Griffiths in late June as the sun was setting, wotching the bots
fly.

What wonderful creatures they are. A lot of people are frightensed of bots. I was! Being fearful
is o dif ficult thing to deal with particulorly when you have a vivid imagination!! Facing our fears
enables us to see them clearly for what they are. As I watched Paul holding o small Pipestrelle
bat, the smallest of our English bats. in his hand and the youngsters gently streking its head. I
knew that my fears were unfounded. It is a lesson for me to remember and they will never
forget it.

And the bat droppings? Well, Charlie Maye feund some on Poul's window sill and in passing, Paul
said that the difference between mouse droppings and bat droppings was that the former ore
hord and the latter turn to dust. Did you know that? I didn't.

C'n another tack, I hove been thinking for o while that it would be a good idea if we hod an
infermal troining evening on polishing up our “taking part in wership’ skills. There are quite a
number of us invalved now in leading warship, which iz o great help and delight for me and for
all of us. We are fortunate to have Sally Goedman in Pitcheombe wheo is very experienced in
voice delivery etc and she has kindly offered te shore her expertise with us an 13 July at Tpm
in Pitcheombe Church. T hope that if you are invelved in worship in any way or indeed if you would
like to be invelved. as o Lesson Reader or taking the Intercessions, that you will come along.
Flzase let me know if you can come or just turn up.

Finally. Bishop Michael is visiting us in Harescombe on Sunday, 13 July at Spm. It is the first
time he has been to Harescombe so I hope you will be able to jein us for the service of Haly
Communion. Jur young people will be taking part. 5o it will be an evening of celebration for them

ond for all of us. This will be followed by refreshments

As there will be no magozine in August I hope you have a restful summer. With best wishes,

Elizabeth



Page 5

BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

Our Speaker on June 10th was MNichalas Clarke showing slides and talking abeout his
trip to South America in 2006, He went with a group of 18 and they travelled by
bus.

They started in Santiage in Chile and alse visited Valparaiso on the Pacific coast.
They travelled Morth to cross the Atacama Desert. The scenery is very stark, a
few clumps of yellow grass and salt lokes with dried salt round the edges and
flamingos feeding. They crossed the Andes inte Argenting; the scenery changed
becoming greener with thorn bushes and prickly pear cacti. In Argentina, they
stayed on a Ranch with a lot of catfle. There was riding and o barbecue with a cake
for his wite's birthday. Here they visited a vineyard and a prehistoric site.

They crossed rivers inte Paraguay, a poor country which lost land in wars. Jesuit
missicnaries were very influential here and built many beautiful large churches,
now in ruins. It is a World Heritage Site. They travelled back inte Argentina to
the spectacular Iguazu Falls. He had slides of plants and animals of the area.
There were lots of beautiful orchids.

They arrived at the Atlantic coost at Paratee, another World Heritage Site with
cobbled streets and no moterised traffic. Their final destination was Rio de
Janeiro in Brazil with its high rise hotels and beautiful sandy beaches. He had a
slide of Christ the Redeemer in cloud, and sand sculptures on the beach.

Our Lacock trip is now full, but Sloria still hos a few seats for the shopping trip te
Street in October; anyone interested please contact her on 812195, Don't forget
our Sarden Party on Friday 8th August at Wisteria Cottage, Harescombe: anyone
interested con contact &loria or Liz on 506786,

We won't be having a monthly meeting in July or August. In July we have our trip
to Lacock and in August a Skittles Evening.

September's Speaker is Peter Berry ‘To the Roof of the World - India' { a train
journey ) on September 9th at 7.30 pm - Visiters welcome £1.50.

Chriz Mew
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VILLAGE AGEMRNT

I'm not quite a Luddite, but I still haven't got the hang of texting and my cor doesn't
have a C ployer. Saying that, I have been very impressed by the number of “gadgets”
available these days to help people under the heading of *Telecare”. The following gives
a brief cutline of what's out there:
The Lifeling 4000+
This iz a box which iz attached to the telephone line of the home. When a sensor is
activated, the lifeline places a call to the monitoring centre. The home box has o speaker
and microphone which allews the individual to talk to the menitoring centre staff without
having to pick up the phene. If necessory the centre will contact nomed relatives/
neighbours and if appropriate, the emergency services.
This "gadget” has the facility to link up with 35 smart sersor inputs within a range of 30
metres (gbout 50 yards in eld meney) from the Home Box and also hos on automatic
medication reminder which requires user confirmation--- very useful for people whe are
having memory problems. There are o whele voriety of sensor products available, some of
which are valuoble from the aspect of the corer being able fo have peace of mind and
others are there to alert the user directly if there is a problem:  SEMSORS;
Bed/Chair cccupancy detector-this con be set so that if the occupier does not return
after a fixed period of time (might need to get up to use the lovatery) it will give a

warning. It can also autematically turn on a lomp.

Enuresiz Detector- placed betwesn the sheet and motfress, this detects moisture. This
climinates the need for the carer to moke physical checks and so promote dignity and
independence.

Epilepsy Letector- This monitors the user's vital signs to detect epileptic seizures, again
avoiding the reed for physical checks.

Fall Detector - §,0300 people foll every day in the UK. This autematically detects o serious
fall raiging an alert to the monitering centre or the designated carer.

Medication Dispenser- This works so that it outomatically dispenses medication with an
auditory and visual reminder (a kit like a very posh autematic pet food dispenser, if you
get the imagery). If the person does not access the medication, either the centre or the
carer is alerted. This equipment cam be used witheut having to be connected to the
monitoring centre.

There are varisus sther detectors available such as one which would tell you it someone
has left the building at an unusual time, or left the door open. If a person is prone to
wandering, this con lead them inte dangerous situations and having te be constantly
vigilant can be very wearing for the persen looking after them. It can be difficult to
visualise how these picces of equipment work and it might seem a little overwhelming, but
if you think there could be something which might be useful to you. or to someone you
know, either contact the Adult Help Desk on 01452 426858 and ask to be assessed by
the Telecare Team, or call me and T'll come and visit you and tegether we can see what
can be dene to help . Lou Kemp OF776-246767
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PROPOSED HOUSING TN WHADDON 2

In January of this year. a meeting was called after the disclesure that recent medifica-
tions to the Government Department of the Southwests Regional Spatral Strafegy
suggested that land around Whaddon and Brookthorpe could be considered for future
housing development. This was covered in our Mewsletter of February 08; please refer
to this for more infermation.

Since then there has been rumour and speculation, even suggestions that mass housing
is soon to appear all around us. This is not correct and currently there is no planning
application with Stroud District Council for any such development. Alse the current Local
Plan dees mot include the desire to build en what is currently Agricultural Lond in a
Special Londscope Areal Any such development would toke years to come to fruition and

even it the suggestion is token on boord and cccepted, the appropriote Government
Minister(s) would hove to sanction ony such change of use of the lond. Bear in mind that
there are complex legalities to go through, it would have then to be considered in the
next S0C Loeal Plan, Flanning Applications would have to be submitted and as with Hunts
&rove, there would likely be a Public Enguiry as the oppasitien to ony such proposal would
ke immense. In the case of Hunts Srove, it took more than 10 vears T believe befere the
final go-ahead was given and even now they will be enly allowed to build ot a rate of 200
houses per year. assuming they can sell them that is !

There are alse other considerations such as the current Housing Morket where people
are no longer buying, there are sites being mothballed all over the country, even in good
times and if the developers were eventually to win the day on this ene. we are I belisve
talking ofter 2013 and up to 2026, Landewners (including myself in a small way) would
have to be persuaded to sell their land ond there are many other issues we have alreody
discussed with SDC regarding accessibility, readwoys etc. that would pose enormous
hurdles to overcome. We await, as a Parish Council, to see if this medificotien to build on
such land is accepted as o recommendation. If it is. then the wheels of potential
opposition that are already in motion, will be accelerated in an effort o defeat any
proposal thot would decimate the beauty and heritage of our inheritonce. So please do
not panic yet, we will let you know when to do so in the loudest possible terms, but do not
lose touch also with your Farish Council who represent you ot no financial cost to you!

Eric Hibbert

Chairman Brookthorpe-with-Whadddon Parish Council









