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INFORMATION PINBOARD

Produced for the Parish Council

Mr. E. Hibbert (Chairman) 302656
Mr. B. Wiggdll (Vice Chairman) 812195
Mrs. E. Brent-Smith 812258
Mrs. H. Coles 422752
Mr. Stuart Fry 308465
Mr. R. Winstone 330424

Clerk to the Council .
Mrs Anne Rigelsford 306794

DIARY DATES
DECEMBER

2nd Parish Council Meeting BVH 8pm - see p 8
9th Cameo Meeting BVH 7.30 pm - see page 9
10th Cameo Christmas Lunch - see page 9
13th VILLAGE HALL SALE & DRAW

2.30 pm BVH Draw at 3 pm. See page 2
13th Carols by Candlelight 7 pm

St. Swithun's Brokthorpe - see page 2

No Parish Council Meeting in January unless
something urgent comes up.

Mobile Library Thursdays
Brookthorpe
11th Dec - 8th & 22nd Jan
11.10 to 11.20 at the Four Mile

Edge 11.40 - 11.00
(Bus Shelter Whiteshill Road)
Haresfield 11.30 - 12.00
(School)

Green Boxes Wednesday
10th & 24th Dec - 71h & 215t Jan

Mobile Police Station
2nd December - 14.50 fo 15.05
19th December - 10.20 fo 10.35
22 January - 14.50 to 15,05
18th January - 10.20 to 10.35

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

For Village Hall Bookings, contact
SUE BRACEY
On 01452-812681

COPY DEADLINE FOR
February 2009
NEWSLETTER

FRIDAY JANUARY 23rd

Tel : 812258
E-Mail : chrisbs@care4free.net

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON

NEWSLETTER

December 2008 - January 2009

With all
GOOD WISHES
for

CHRISTMAS
&
THE NEW YEAR

from your

PARISH
COUNCIL

Linking Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon and the surrounding areas
Published in colour on Website at www.brookthorpe-with-whaddon.co.uk
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VILLAGE HALL SALE & DRAW

SATURDAY 13th DECEMBER

GRAND CHRISTMAS SALE & DRAW
starting at 2.15 pm with Draw at 3.00 pm
Please come and support your Village Hall in
the Main Fundraising event of the Year. Your
support is very important to its survival.
Stalls will include Cakes, Crafts and Books.

Villagers have been supporting this event with prizes, and by buying and selling
tickets, for many years now, and the Village Hall Committee really appreciate this
and hope villagers will continue to support our community at this function.

We have had, over the years, wonderful support from Brookthorpe and Whaddon
villagers, producing great cakes and preserves for sale on the day, and we would
be so grateful for your support again this year.

Thank you. The Village Hall Committee

CHRISTMAS C AROLS

SATURDAY
13th DECEMBER
2008
at 7 pm

COME AND BEGIN YOUR CHRISTMAS WITH OUR
ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE
AND A LOVELY WARM RECEPTION
AT ST. SWITHUN'S CHURCH, BROOKTHORPE
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CHURCH SERVICES

DATE EDGE HARESCOMBE PITCHCOMBE

07/12 1000  Toddlers Service 9.30 Family Communion 11.00 Holy Communion
13th December at 7 pm ‘Carols by Candlelight’ at Brookthorpe Church

14/12  10.00  Holy Communion  11.00 Morning Prayer 9.30 Morning Prayer
19th December at 7 pm ‘Carols by Candlelight’ at Harescombe

21December 1lam Service of Carols, Readings and Christmas Music at Pitchcombe

12.30pm Baptism of Jasper Hall at Harescombe

4pm ‘Carols by Candlelight’ at Edge

24 December - Christmas Eve 3pm Crib Service at Harescombe

4pm Crib Service and Nativity Play at Edge

11.30pm 'Midnight'Service at Edge

9am Family Communion at Harescombe

10am Family Communion at Pitchcombe

28 December - 10am '3 Parish’ - Holy Communion at Pitchcombe

25 December - Christmas Day

Services for January 2009 — Please note change of Service Pattern and times

Date Edge Harescombe Pitchcombe

4/ 1 9.30 am Holy Communion  11.00 am Family Communion  9.30 am Morning Prayer

1171 10.00 am Toddlers Service 9.30 am Holy Communion 9.30 am Holy Communion BCP
18/1  memmmeee e 3 Parish Holy Communion at Edge = --------mememommmeeee

25/1 10.00 am Family Service [1.00 am Morning Prayer 11.00 am Holy Communion

Other Services

1st Wednesday in month : 9.00 Pitchcombe Holy Communion - 1662

Other Wednesdays : 9.00 Edge Holy Communion - 1662

Second & Fourth Mondays : 11.30 Holy Communion at Resthaven Nursing Home Chapel
Third Tuesday in month 11.00 Brookthorpe Nursing Home

For further information or requests for Home Communion and occasional services,
please contact Reverend Elizabeth Ward on 01452-812188

ST. MARGARET'S

for Services efc., see page 8
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PHOTO COMPETITION

GARGOYLE on Whaddon
Church Tower

BROOKTHORPE BUS SHELTER

At the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 4th November, the Parish Council
debated the type of construction and appearance of the replacement Bus
Shelter. It was decided unanimously to elect for a timber replacement similar in
style and design to the two at Whaddon. It would incorporate a bench seat,
notice board and a fixed lite window in one end.

WHAT and WHERE is it ?

The Council are considering giving the other Shelter at Brookthorpe a make-over
once the replacement is underway. Plans are now in force but completion is likely
to be February 2009.

Eric Hibbert

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Dear Bank Manager,

In view of what seems to be happening internationally with Banks at the moment,
I was wondering if you could advise me correctly... If one of my cheques is
returned marked 'Insufficient Funds,' how do I know whether that refers to me,
or to you?

Yours etc.,
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PARISH PLAN MEETING DEEMED A SUCCESS

Seventeen people, including six members of the Parish Council, turned up
for the meeting on Tuesday 18t November from whose numbers we will
eventually be electing a steering group in order to begin the process of
defining the future of this Parish.

The evening included a presentation by Krista Harris of Stroud District
Council with the help and assistance of Angela Burlow of Gloucestershire
Rural Community Council enlightening us as to what a Parish Plan is, the
issues involved and the potential of such a Plan and its eventual derivatives
in determining the shape and make up of our community in the future.
Issues such as Housing, Transport, Roads, Schools, Leisure Facilities and
other Social and Economic issues were touched upon, some or all of which
may play a part in our plans and desires for the future and could result in
action plans and objectives to attain once all of the work has been done, the
numbers crunched and the final results accepted.

It is also hoped that the final Plan can be adopted by the District Council
including a Village Design Statement that may help to influence planning
issues, for example when SDC are considering development within and on
the perimeter of the Parish.

The next step will be to organise a meeting early in December to elect the
steering group members and set the wheels in motion. The project will take
12/18 months to complete. If you feel you might be missing out by not being
involved, then it is not oo late o let us know of your interest by contacting
the Clerk Anne Rigelsford or one of the Parish Council members, phone
numbers on the back of this Newsletter as usual.

Eric Hibbert
Chairman Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon Parish Council

NB. Up to date information on the latest developments and details on how to express an
interest in joining the steering committee can be found on the Parish website. A.R.
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DEAR FRIENDS BROOKTHORPE CAMEO GROUP

Recently I had a wonderful long weekend in Barcelona with our daughter
Alison. We visited several galleries, one of which was the Picasso Gallery
which contains many of his early paintings and showed a different side to the
artist that I was not aware of. Picasso once said that artists are those of us
who still see with the eyes of children. Somehow as we grow up, we allow more
and more to get in the way of seeing like a child does and we stop questioning
things as a child does. "Why?" They always ask. Is that a question you ask?
Children have so much to teach us.

Someone said 'Believing is all a child does for a living'. Jesus understood all of
this of course when he encouraged his disciples to really look at the children
around them and so understand just what their relationship with God could
be like. There is something about the way children trust those whom they love
to care for them that illustrates the frust in God that Jesus speaks of.
Sandra Millar, the Children's Advisor, gave us much to think about in this line
when she joined us earlier in the month and we intend to reflect these
thoughts in our services in the future.

It seems to me that Christmas is a good time for all of us to reflect on Jesus’
words. As Christmas approaches, talk with a child about how they see the
world. You might be surprised.

Every time I go into one of our churchyards I always admire them. They are
little gems in themselves. I notice the lovely conifer in Harescombe that has
been transformed by Fraser Hall - we can see 'Nancy's Seat' now! I notice the
removal of years of growth in Edge by Tony Alder making the churchyard so
much bigger and the work done in Pitchcombe by Geoff and Rosemary Jones
had fo be seen fo be believed earlier in the year and in Brookthorpe so much
work is done by Alan Cook to keep the Car Park looking so welcoming and tidy.
I do thank you and all who work so hard to keep our churchyards looking
attractive for us to enjoy.
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November's Speaker was Brian Draper and the topic of his talk was ‘The River
Severn from its source in the Welsh Mountains to Bridgenorth in Shropshire'. The
river is 220 miles long and has a drainage area of 4410 square miles.

Brian showed us slides of the river and of the settlementsalong its banks. The first
was of its source, a bog in Plinlimmon. As the river widened, the first town was
Llanidlos with its old flannel mill. At Newtown, a former sewage works is now a wild
life reserve where children can come to study wild life. We saw slides of forts,
castles, churches and Pool Quay - the furthest point that barges were able to reach
from Gloucester. There were slides of Shrewsbury, including a memorial gate to
Percy Thrower. The Cathedral, Castle and Abbey which was bought from Henry
VIII by the townspeople and partly destroyed by Telford. He showed us more
villages and told us anecdotes about them. Ironbridge, the Coalport China Factory
and Apsley Priaory were all on the banks. Then on to Bridgenorth, which had a
funicular railway - destroyed in the Civil War and rebuilt in 1670.

We are looking forward to hearing the second instalment of Bridgenorth to the Sea,
as Brian Draper is an informative and amusing Speaker.

For our Christmas Lunch this year, we are going to the Toby Inn at Brockworth on
December 10th.

Next month's Speaker is Carolyn Evans on 'Quilling" - the art of paper rolling - on
December 9th. Everyone welcome - £1.50.
Chris New

Thank you for the support of the Barn Dance at St. Barnabas. £250 was raised for
Cotswold Care Hospice. I know from “"feed back” that those who ventured out in
monsoon conditions did enjoy the evening & have asked us (Will & myself) to organise
another. If you enjoy dancing there is always the Stroud ceilidhs held in the
Subscription Rooms every 1st Sat. of the month. Any profit at the end of the series
will be donated to charity.

Joy Whittaker
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ST. MARGARET'S

On Sunday 23rd November, we said goodbye to our Vicar, the Reverend Doctor
John Paddock after a five year tenure, as he takes on a new challenge as Dean of
the Cathedral in Gibraltar.

In what must be one of the shortest interregnums on record, an announcement for
John's successor was made on Sunday 30th November by the Lay chairman, Hans
Rackham - "On Tuesday 17th February 2009, the Reverend David Smith, formerly
the Assistant Curate of St. Katherine's Matson, will be instituted as Vicar of St.
Margaret's Whaddon. The service will take place in our sister church, St. George's
Tuffley at 19:30hrs".

During the interregnum, all our services will be manned by visiting clergy, and don't
forget the annual Candlelight Carol service on Sunday 21st December to really get
you into the festival spirit. A Merry Christmas from St. Margaret's PCC.

December
Sun  7th 10:30am Family Praise
14th 9:00am  Sung Eucharist
21st 6:00pm Candlelight Carol Service
Thurs 25th 9:00am  Christmas Day Eucharist
Sun  28th 9:00am Sung Eucharist
Thurs 4th; 11th; 18th; 10:30am Eucharist

January
Sun  4th 10:30am Family Praise
4th  4:00pm  Gold; Frankincense & Myrrh
11th  9:00am Sung Eucharist
18th 4:00pm Evensong
25th  9:00am  Sung Eucharist
Thurs 1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th 10:30am Eucharist

Hans Rackham

BROOKTHORPE-WITH-WHADDON PARISH COUNCIL

Preliminary matters for discussion at the Parish Council Meeting
on Tuesday 2nd December Press and Public welcome
1. Parish Plan
2. District Councillors Report
3. County Councillors Report
4. Financial Matters
5. Parish Precept Anne Rigelsford

Clerk to Parish Council
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D E AR FRIENDS

(C ontinued)

During the past year members of our three PCCs have been meeting
regularly to discuss how we can work more closely together. They have
been very good meetings and the first result of our collaboration is that in
the New Year we are changing our Service Pattern a bit. On the third
Sunday of each month, we will be having a joint service which will rotate
between our three Church buildings. T hope you will feel able to support
this new venture and enjoy some of the special services that we will provide.

Details of our Christmas services and the activities of our villages are
elsewhere in this magazine. May | wish you every blessing for the Christmas season
and invite you to join us in the celebrations if you can. You will be warmly welcomed.

With love, Elizabeth Ward

CREDIT CRUNCH - WORDPLAY Il

Following the problems in the sub-prime lending market in America and the run on
Northern Rock in the UK, uncertainty has now hit Japan.

In the last seven days, Origami Bank has folded, Sumo Bank has gone belly up and
Bonsai Bank announced plans to cut some of its branches.

Yesterday, it was announced that Karaoke Bank is up for sale and will likely go for
a song while today shares in Kamikaze Bank were suspended af ter they nose-dived.

While Samurai Bank is soldiering on following sharp cutbacks, Ninja Bank is
reported to have taken a hit, but they remain in the black.

Furthermore, 500 staff at Karate Bank got the chop and analysts report that there
is something fishy going on at Sushi Bank where it is feared that staff may get a
raw deal.
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VILLAGE AGENT

December News from Your Village Agent

I find it hard to believe that I have had the great privilege of being your Village
Agent for the last two years and I really want to share with you all what a
wonderful job this is! I have been welcomed into your homes and made to feel a
special friend, and I really hope that some of the work we have done together,
has made a difference to your comfort and well being. I am especially grateful
to the kind neighbours and friends who help me to know what's going on in our
community.
This month I have a few varied pieces of information which I hope some of you
will find useful.
On a practical level I understand that it's no longer possible to furn up at the
local tip without giving prior warning. The new procedure of ringing for an
appointment is to ensure that the tip is used purely for domestic waste. You will
need to ring 0845 6029344 (line open 9am -5pm Monday to Friday) giving 24
hours notice if you are taking a van, a trailer, or a vehicle with a trailer. Certain
restrictions may apply and you might need to give proof of residency.
The Village Agents work for GRCC (Gloucestershire Rural Community Council)
which is concerned with a variety of rural issues. The "IN Touch” team help older
people to set up groups promoting health and wellbeing in our communities
(amongst other things). They are now able to offer in the Stroud area, 6 free
sessions of bereavement support. If you have experienced the death of a loved
one, you will know that the feelings experienced with grief can sometimes be
confusing and overwhelming. Talking and listening to others who might be feeling
in a similar way, might be helpful. The sessions are supported by trained volun-
teers. Please call if you would like to register your interest, and it may be
possible o arrange transport for you if this would help.
T would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year and I look forward
to seeing you soon.
Sad news; for those who know me by my bright green (some would say "neon
green”!) car; alas she is no more. You'll have to try and find me in a silver Skoda,
or better still, call me on:

07776 245767.

Lou Kemp
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WYNSTONES NEW HALL

'Phase 2 of the New Hall
construction began on
15th  September last
year.

You'd be forgiven for not
noticing this because, as
with phase 1, strenuous
efforts are made to keep
inconvenience and nuisance
to an absolute minimum..

September 2009 will see the bulk of the new Sports and Movement hall completed. You
may have noticed the external cladding of locally grown Douglas Fir which will, over time,
mellow from the gorgeous colour seen now to a russet brown/silver grey ensuring a subtle
blend with the surrounding landscape. Similarly, the aluminium roof continues to mellow
and is sometimes quite hard to see against a cloudy grey sky.

The community aspect of the project is still very much in evidence as all funds have been
raised by supportive parents and much of the work is carried out by parents, ex-parents,
old scholars and friends. Indeed, it is hoped and planned that the hall will become a
facility that can be put at the disposal of parish residents, fo complement the Village
Hall, for larger community based events. It's not clear whether there might be another
Summer Building Camp - tents and sleeping bags still haven't dried out after July ‘071!
Environmental concerns have been of paramount importance all along: the building has the
highest possible insulation standards, far exceeding statutory levels, is mainly
constructed of locally sourced and easily recyclable materials and will be heated by a
Ground Source Heat Pump. This technology works by extracting heat energy from deep
underground and distributing it throughout the building. In this way, we are determined
to obtain the lowest possible 'carbon footprint'.

Security has been a concern during previous school building projects with, sadly,
numerous incidences of vandalism and theft. With this in mind, and to avoid the
construction site becoming a magnet for 'undesirable’ individuals, we are pleased to have
24 hour on site security. (High level Karate being his speciality!l)

Please contact me with any comments, observations, concerns, suggestions or to arrange
a tour of the project at a time of your choosing.

Richard Fox, Project Manager - 07879 838146 - rf.fox@homecall.co.uk



