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A Response to the South West Draft RSS Proposed Changes Composite Document 
 

Prepared by Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon Parish Council 26th August 2008  
 

For consideration by Stroud District Council in their response to the above Draft 

 
Firstly in response to the draft 
proposals we would urge you to 
read and consider the attached 
policy statement that has stood the 
test of time in this strategic location 
within the Stroud District and which 
still to this day emphasises the 
strong desire and wishes of the 
people of the Parish to remain a 
rural community within the current 
District.  
 
    

View of Whaddon from the North West 

View from the North showing part of the SLA  
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The Land under consideration is of valuable agricultural significance and consists of large 
wheat crop growing areas as well as providing essential grazing areas for sheep and cattle. 
The residual ridge and furrow contouring of some of the area indicates that it has been a main 
source of sustenance for the settlements of Whaddon and Brookthorpe (both mentioned in 
the Domesday Book as Wadune and Brostorp) since the Middle Ages, a part of England’s 
Heritage both then and now! 
 
There are already significant world food shortages resulting in rising food prices that can only 
worsen with the advent of climate change and rising populations. We need to preserve our 
breadbaskets and secure home food production as a strategic imperative. How are we to 
survive if we cannot produce the food we eat? 
 
Lack of Housing availability maybe due to many reasons, occasioned by family breakdown, 
second homes, uncontrolled immigration, increasing numbers of single homes and/or parents, 
elderly persons etc. Many of these are issues that should be tackled by dealing with the root 
cause rather than advocating even more homes be built that as a result of focusing and 
relying on the numbers game may well become tomorrows unwanted slums in great numbers. 
 
Quick and easy profits for speculative developers who home in on the easiest and simple 
areas to develop appear to be taking priority, riding roughshod over our heritage, negating 
brown field sites and infill because they are too expensive to consider. A prime example is the 
argument of Savills to extend the Whaddon proposals to the Motorway and develop this land 
before brown-field sites are considered. The removal of Whaddon from the latest Draft does 
little to hide the ambitions that lie beneath the report. The long-term interests of the Parish 
and the Parishioners concerned have been ignored with no prior consultation taking place. 
 
This area under consideration has considerable landscape value between Gloucester and 
Stroud being in fact the last remaining unspoilt entry into Gloucester now existing. For the 
main it is designated as a Special Landscape Area and is directly overlooked by the Cotswold 
Escarpment, itself designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Views from 
Robinswood Hill Country Park too are outstanding; to preserve Robinswood Hill and its 
immediate foreground is not good enough. The views of Whaddon and its Church, St 
Margaret’s, set against the backcloth of the Forest of Dean and the Malverns constitutes a 
special sense of space and beauty that should not be decimated. As you leave the built up 
area of Gloucester the Parish of Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon provides the last remaining 
agricultural foreground before the journey through the Cotswolds begins. 
 
The Location between the Railway Line and the A4173 is ill conceived and little 
consideration has been given to the already congested route between Gloucester and Stroud. 
This is a notoriously fast and dangerous road (note the long awaited traffic calming system 
now being installed at Brookthorpe). With little prospect of widening the A4173 and no serious 
access routes to the A38 corridor on the West side of the Railway Line where major 
employment opportunities exist as well as shops and schooling etc this proposal has the 
potential of a major irreversible blunder.  
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The only potential access to the A38 corridor on the West side of the Railway line is via Cole 
Avenue from the St Barnabus roundabout, an already oversubscribed route at peak traffic 
times. There are three other links all of which are totally unsuitable as they have single line 
traffic flow with limited height restrictions, bridges over which the Railway Line travels being, 
Naas Lane, Grange Road and Tuffley Lane. The Naas Lane option is reached via a narrow 
Lane that is already a dangerous well-known ‘Rat-Run’ and the other two options are in 
already built-up housing areas and can ill afford even more traffic. There are few if any 
employment opportunities close to the East side of the Railway line, the nearest being A417 
corridor the nearest opportunities being Hucclecote and Brockworth followed by some 
distance away Cheltenham. Again other than the St Barnabus route only Upton Lane exists, 
yet another Lane already trying to cope with cross County traffic and again another 
notoriously dangerous ‘Rat-Run’ that results in negotiating congested parking of cars along that results in negotiating congested parking of cars along results in negotiating congested parking of cars along negotiating congested parking of cars along negotiating congested parking of cars along congested parking of cars along parking of cars along along 
the route through Matson and then more problems through Abbeydale and Upton-st-
Leonards! 
 
Bordered and criss-crossed by streams, in particular Daniels Brook, this area has always 
contributed to serious flooding over the last few years particularly in the areas of Grange 
Road where recent flood defences have had to be erected. In the lower parts of Tuffley even 
more serious flooding has taken place. In 2007 there was further flooding at the Junction of 
Grange Road and the A4173 at the old Whaddon School and even at Court Farm a river of 
water built up along and across the road requiring hundreds of motorists to abandon their 
vehicles until the waters receded some days later. 
 
Developing this area can only add to the current flooding problems that now seem to be a 
regular feature. Any hard surfacing will result in more surface water for an already overworked 
system that will undoubtedly fail to cope with.  
 
Any proposed development of the size envisaged would not fail to overwhelm the Parish of 
Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon inflicting urbanisation with high-density characterless housing. It 
would undoubtedly impact adversely on its identity forever and a Special Landscape Area 
criss-crossed with public footpaths where people not just from the Parish but from 
neighbouring urban areas spend quality time walking with their families and friends will 
disappear forever, replaced with concrete and tarmac pathways as a substitute for the real 
thing! 
 
As a concerned Parish Council dedicated to maintaining the Identity and heritage passed on 
to us by our predecessors we would urge Stroud District Council to oppose the development 
of the proposed area in favour of brown-field sites, infill and the re-generation of other areas 
in the Southwest where existing communities are in genuine need rather than opt for an easy 
option just to meet targets and quotas sooner rather than later! 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon Parish Council      


